
Sara Smith – sara.smith@gmail.com

DD / MM / YYYY

Dear Sir / Madam,

I would like to apply for an Associate position at McKinsey in London.

I started working as an Analyst at Big Finance in New York in September 2022 and
was quickly promoted to Associate in a year and a half instead of the average four
years. While at Big Finance, I advised a broad range of clients who constantly gave
me positive feedback and regularly asked to work with me again. Before joining Big
Finance, I graduated as the top student of my MEng in Chemical Engineering at
Prestigious University in the UK. While studying, I received two competitive
scholarships and awards. In addition, I developed my leadership skills as the
President of the Prestigious University Consulting Club. High energy was essential to
lead a team of 5 managing the club and growing the number of members by 20%.

There are several reasons why I want to pursue a consulting career. To start with, I
know I will enjoy being a strategy consultant because I have already worked in a
strategy team in the past. This was in summer 2021 when I was a Strategy Intern at
Big Grocery Retailer in London. In addition, I think consulting is a unique opportunity
to comprehensively learn about business management by working on a variety of
company situations. Over the past two years, I have started building my business
skills while advising clients on financial matters at Big Finance. I now look forward to
learning more about companies’ management at McKinsey. Finally, I want to work in
consulting because I truly enjoy interacting with clients. Throughout my work
experiences I have built a successful track record of developing and maintaining
relationships with clients including, for instance, the senior strategy team at Big
Grocery Retailer.

McKinsey appeals to me for three reasons. To start with, the different people from
the company I have met and worked with all told me they had truly enjoyed their time
there. For the past two years, I have worked for Michael Smith, a former
Engagement Manager from the London office, who now works for Big Finance.
Additionally, I regularly read McKinsey’s reports on financial services and think the
insights delivered by Sarah James and others in the Finance practice are truly
superior to that of other consultancies. By joining McKinsey, I therefore think I would
have an opportunity to work with and learn from the best consultants in the industry.
Finally, the fact that McKinsey was selected by Finance Supercorp to shape its
digital strategy also played an important role in my decision to apply. This was a
first-of-its-kind contract in finance and it shows that while at McKinsey I could get the
opportunity to work on truly unique projects.

For all these reasons, I am very enthusiastic about the chance to work at McKinsey. I
am available for an interview at any time and look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,
Sara Smith


